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Musician Jack Johnson Sings the
Praises of Merriweather Post
Pavilion Upgrades
Hours before he played to thousands at Merriweather Post Pavilion Thursday night,
Jack Johnson told a crowd of reporters that he was thrilled to see the money being
spent in an environmentally friendly way.

“I really applaud the changes,” he said.  “They are right.  We really love coming back
to Merriweather Post.”

The $19 million schedule of improvements to Merriweather will be made in stages
over five years, with the venue remaining open throughout. Improvements include
new seating and a raised main roof, new restrooms and concessions, new artist
dressing rooms, a new stage, and significant environmental improvements
throughout.

"Merriweather is one of the best places to see a concert in the entire country, and
these investments will make sure future generations have an even better experience,”
said Executive Ken Ulman. “With so much growth and excitement in Downtown
Columbia, we needed to work to make sure that Merriweather is ready for its next act.
The community benefits of our plans are huge.”

The upgrades also included solar powered stage lighting, composting facilities and bio
diesel fueling stations for tour vehicles.

"I have obviously seen a lot of shows and been to a lot of venues, and the magic of
Merriweather cannot be overstated,” Seth Hurwitz, whose firm, I.M.P. Productions,
operates Merriweather. "I have stood on those grounds with the most jaded industry
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veterans on tour, who gaze around and say this really is a wonderful place. It will be a
challenge to make it even better, but it's going to be a lot of fun working on it.
Fortunately, everyone involved is now on the same page towards that goal.”

Jack Johnson’s current tour is supporting 140 non-profits through his All At
Once community, which encourages fans to get engaged and take environmental
action.  He’s encouraged Merriweather to make environmental upgrades to conserve
energy and reduce waste. 

“The venues we’re playing at,” said Johnson, “we want to make sure we are pressuring
them to make these changes.”


