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The year ahead holds great promise in Howard County as we continue to create a climate that will 
allow the next generation of businesses to grow and thrive. And nowhere do we see that more 
clearly than in the field of cybersecurity.

Since our fact-finding mission to Palo Alto, Calif., with the Economic Alliance of Greater Baltimore 
last year, we have been steadily implementing lessons learned to position Howard County as an 
international leader in this growing industry.

While our proximity to Fort Meade and the National Security Administration give us the opportunity 
to “own” the sector, we can’t rely on location alone. So we have been aggressively pursuing 
industry leaders in cybersecurity that are looking to grow or relocate by showcasing Howard 
County as a premier place to do business.

Our efforts have paid off. Accuvant Federal Solutions agreed to locate its new Cybersecurity 
Research & Operations Center here, leading to the construction of a new, 15,000-square-foot 
facility and nearly 200 new jobs; and AirPatrol made Howard County the home of its expanded 
national headquarters.

And when Cisco, a worldwide leader in information technology, decided to purchase Howard 
County-based Sourcefire for $2.7 billion, it was further confirmation of the pivotal role Howard 
County plays in the growth of the cybersphere.

Strong, Stable
Cybersecurity is our strength, but it’s far from the only strong point, as economic indicators are 
positive across various sectors: Construction permits are up 21% from a year ago (through 
October); and home sales are rebounding, with the latest data reflecting an increase of 31% from a 
year ago. Howard County also continues to have one of the state’s lowest unemployment rates, at 
5.2% — which is more than two percentage points lower than the national rate.

While our schools are consistently ranked among the best in the country, we continue to strive to 
improve. Our workforce is second to none, but we’ll step up efforts to seek out the best and the 
brightest. That job becomes easier as national magazines rank Howard County among the best 
places to live and work in the country, and home to the nation’s best library system.

But we can’t rest on those accolades. Our economic development team will continue to 
aggressively seek out firms that build on our strengths and establish Howard County as the 
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innovation capital. I still firmly believe there is no reason that Howard County can’t be home to the 
next Apple, Facebook or Amazon.

We believe talent drives innovation, and some of the world’s best talent is right here. Innovation 
requires creating an environment where businesses feel welcome and can thrive. We’re working 
hard to drive that message home.

Take the Inter-County Broadband Network, for example. Howard County played the lead role in 
securing and managing $72 million in federal funds which, combined with local dollars, connected 
10 jurisdictions in Central Maryland with more than 800 miles of 216-strand, state-of-the-art fiber.

The project came in on time and on budget — and it means the infrastructure is in place to boost 
public safety, health care and education. It also creates a network that businesses can tap into.

New Tech and More
Our Maryland Center for Entrepreneurship (MCE) is also helping us lead the way on innovation. 
The recent launch of 3D Maryland has positioned the county to lead a 21st century revolution in 
business sectors, from manufacturing to medicine, through greater use of 3-D printing. The MCE 
will soon be home to a 3-D printing lab that will help entrepreneurs and existing business owners 
drive innovation through the development of new prototypes much faster and at a lower cost, 
creating new products — and opening the doors to new business opportunities.

We’ve already seen an example of the tremendous opportunities the 3-D lab will offer, with a 
resident of the MCE requesting a prototype and having it delivered, for a fraction of the normal 
cost, just two days later. Better still, through this lab, a job that would have gone to China stayed 
here in Maryland.

3D Maryland is also linking existing users of the technology for the first time, bringing together 
some of the best minds from business, education and government.

We are also providing accelerated mentoring for startups and early stage businesses through our 
new Conscious Venture Lab. It’s an initiative that has attracted applications from as far away as 
Johannesburg, South Africa, and that interest is a clear indication that the multi-stakeholder form of 
business development is an idea that’s time has come.

Under the model, employees, suppliers, investors and partners all benefit from the success of a 
business. Supporters call the idea “Conscious Capitalism.”

Our sights are not focused on business alone. We have been ranked the healthiest county in 
Maryland for four consecutive years and are also keyed in on environmental sustainability; so, we 
created Maryland’s first Office of Environmental Sustainability and greatly increased our 
agricultural land preservation to maintain Howard County’s rural legacy.

We’re building on that effort with the launch of Annie’s Project, a program designed to teach 
women how to manage farms and ranches, and thus sustain and grow their businesses.

Bon Appetit
I also want Howard County to be a leader in food policy, which is why I was proud to create the 



Howard County Food Policy Task Force. One of the main goals of the Task Force will be to 
develop plans for a Howard County Food Hub where restaurants, nursing homes, hospitals and 
senior and recreation centers can get fresh, locally grown food.

Working with our partners from The Horizon Foundation and American Communities, we will keep 
producing healthy food in Howard County and get it to the people who need it. The plan also 
includes an incubator for new food businesses so that entrepreneurs can have a place where they 
can create healthy food.

With so many exciting programs underway, 2013 was a great year in Howard County. And I’m 
convinced 2014 will be even better.


